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editor’s desk

It cannot be said too often that terrorist acs are evil. They deserve no
explaining. For terrorists, violence is not a weapon of kst resort. It is
their weapon of choice. The deadly September 11th attack was aresult
cruelty and human insanity. Nepal Vision (NV) family strongly con-
demns these barbaric acts of terrorism all across the globe, needless to
mention in our home-nation.

The world didn’t have a good kick-off of twenty first century, includ-
ing Nepal. The royal massacre in Nepal not only shocked the heroic
history of our nation, but the entire humanity. This disgrace will re-
main a disgrace in this modern era and among the twenty first genera-
tion. Fortunately, that upon this massacre, the normalcy was restored
in our country sooner than one can expect.

Nepal Vision i proud continuing this endeavor of serving Nepalis in
the Americas, as a medium t bring the community closer. On behalf
of NV family, I would like to extend deep appreciation, especially to
the repeat businesses, who have made financial contribution by means
of advertisements, without which this publlcahon would have been
possibly impossible.

On behalf of NV family, I would like to take this opportunity to wish
all the Nepalis in the Americas and abroal, a very happy and prosper -
ous Dashain and Tihar. Shree Pahsupati Nathié Sabai ko Raksha
Garon.

NEPAL VISION FAMILY
WISHES
A FABULOUS DASHAIN
AND TITHAR
TO ALL THE NEPALIS
LIVINGIN THE
AMERICAS
AND
REST OF THE WORLD
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president’s corner

The festive, gala season is awund the comer. It brings plenty of
cheers, good will, happiness, peace, love and celebrations dong with
it

May the magic and beauty of the holiday season wash away the gloom
and doom of the recent past and fill it with beautifu] colors, the
fragrance and incerse of fresh flowers and fruis, and the baghness
of blue sldes. May the season help people who have vowed to destroy
the human civilization to awtam enlightenment that this kind of
activiies will achieve them nothing and lead them nowhere, and that
they should rather be indulged in making ths earh a happ); peaceful
place, regardless of the race and religion. May the season inspim the
people who have made it 2 habit to criticize and talk ill of others to be
able to realize that there is no end to it and that they should insead
be involved in activites that are constructive and beneficial w their
community and society. May the season uplift the human spirits ©
recomd new heights of joy, peace ard glory:

The recent past was filled with a sedes of events leading to a
humbling feeling and experience. The underying silent message is as
follows: “Do not take any thing for gramed, for things can change
very fast, faster than you can ever imagine. Be happy. Enjoy the
moment. Enjoy life and be thankful to God, or to someore if you do
not beleve n God, for what you are and what you have today.”

The NAH annual picnic at Beer Greek Park 10 celébrate and usher in
the Happy New Year 2058 was very successful That day, the entire
park was filled with melodiows Nepak Karaole music and dance.
NAH thanks everybody for showing up and participating in that gala
event

The second week of Mach in Howwon was marked by the
devastating flood of the cenmry. Needless to say, many Houstoniars,
including some of our o wn Nepali brothers and sisters, were affected
by t. NAH rose to the occasion, held a fund-raiser on July 4, and
sent the contributions in the amownt of $#00.00 to the Howton Red
Cross. Although a drop inthe bucker, it 15 a voken to show the Cay
of Houson that we do care and we want to help at the time of need.
Again, thanks to everybedy who generously opened ther hearts and
pocletbooks 1o help the Houston Community,

Tle Nepali Conmnity in Hausion s shoteed, beartboken and daply
saddergl by the tragic aent that oaured at the Narourhiti Palae in
Kathmandi i Jure 1, laading o the los of Kirg Birendha, Bs family ard cher
marbers of the voydd family A meeting was organized by NAH on July 4
o offer sympathies and condolences and to pay wibues to the
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departed souls of the law King Birendra and the royal famiy NAH
appreciates everybody’s participation in that meeting

On the invitation of South Asian Chambers of Commerce (SACQ) in
Houston, NAH participated in an exhibition on August 14 at the J.
W. Marriort Hote] m Houwston with an ntenton t provide
international exposure to Nepal and its people. The show was well
received and a great suceess. NAH had the most coloful, most
visited, and most appeciated booth in the whole exhibiton Many
visitors had the oppormnity w get to knowabour Nepal and its nch
history;, culrure and traditions in thar event. NAH appreaaes all
those who participated, contributed their arts and crafts, and worked
hard o make it a success. Special thanks goes to the Royal Nepalese
Embassy in Washingon, D.C, for providing Nepal brochures,
postess, (1, and booklets for foreign investors in Nepal.

September 11 was marked by the vicious criminal attacks at the
World Trade Centers, the Pentagon Builling, and a crashed aircraft in
Penrsylvania, causing a wemendous loss of life and propernty. Those
acts of terror, aimed a destroying human avilization, freedom and
democracy, have far reaching impacts and repercissions all over the
world, The Houston Nepali Community condemned those attacks
and offered deep sympahies and condolences to the families of the
victims of the ®roble aime. NAH appredates everybody for the
contrbutions and blood donations to help those affected by the
erroristattacks.

NAH also appreciates the interest, time and efforts of Ashih
Shrestha, a student at UT Austin, for creating the NAH logo.

NAH is pleased to present you with the fourth issue of Nepal Vision.

As you might have realized, the aricle contriburors, the edivorial
committee, md the adverisement collectos had tw devote
considerable amount of time and efforts to bring this ssue out And
of course, withowt the generous assistance of adwrtsement
contribumrs, publication of Nepal Vision would not be possible.
Therefore, NAH greatly appreciates one and all, directly or indirecdy
involved, for this Nepal Vsion Dashain issue.

Please come and join us and celebrate the festvities at the NAH
Dashain Party on Qctober 2. We havea great program in store just
foryou that evening

We wish youall a very happy, healthyand prosperous Vijaya Dashami
and Deepawal. May Goddess Dhrga protect us all and Goddess
Mahalaxmi shower on us with bless ngs, wealth and prosperity!

Rajendra Shrestha
President, NAH
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Lord Buddha was Bom in Nepal

British archeologists have determined that Lord Buddha was born in Tilaurakot of Lumbini in Nepal and not in Pipprahawa of India, based on
their recent findings.

University of Bradford archeologists Robin Coningham and Armin Schmidt unearthed artifacts including pieces of ceramic painted greyware in a
13-foot-deep trench in Tiaurakot. According to Coningham, the site, right at the center of the Buddhist holy land, is the only fortified urban site
around and thar there is no rivals in the region.  He goes further on to say that while Tikurakot represents the represents the best preserved ur-
ban hinterland in South Asia, Pipprahawa, by contrast, is clearly a monastic site. These statemems were posted in The Washington Poston Aprd
3.

Lumbini is one of the two UNESQO cultural World Heritage sites in Nepal, the second one beirrg the Kathmandu Valey.

Babu Chhini, the Everest Hero, Dead

- Babu Chhiri Sherpa had scaled Everest, the tallest mountain in the world, 10 times, and held the Guinness Book of World Records twice, once
for climbing Everest in a record 16 hours and 56 minutes, and the second time for spending 21 hours on its summir. On April 29, he slipped
200mctersim:oacrcvasseaICampIIsituatedax6,200nmtemelevationwhﬂcguidingatemnofmounmjncemonEverekt,anddied. He wras only
35-year-old then. :

Babu Chhiri Sherpa was cremated at the foot of Swayambhunath on May 3, amid state honors.

Temba Chiri Sherpa, 16, Conquers Everest

Temba Chiri Sherpa, a 16-year-old, school student, became the youngest person to reach the summit of Mount Everest on May 23. This was his
second amempt to reach the world’s highest mountain. He had to abandon his first anempt a year earlier due to severe frostbite causing the loss
of his three fingers and snowblindness. .

Melamchi Project to be Completed By 2007

The Melamchi drinking water supply project will be completed by early 2007, according o a joint statement by the Nepal Government and for-

eign donors. About 12 million liters of waser will be diverted daily from the Melamchi river in eastern Nepal to the Kathmandy valley through a
26.5-km-long tunnel, in the first phase of the project, estimated at US$ 441 million. The project is expected to alleviate the acute shortage of

drinking water supply in the valley.

First Nepali Female Judge in the Suprenme Court

M. Sushila Singh Shilu has been appointed a judge in the Supreme Court of Nepal for a two-year term. She is the first lady judge in the Nepal
Supreme Court. She had been practicing law for several years.

Ram Prasad Addresses the UN Press Conference

Ram Prasad Bajgain from Kavre, Nepal, had the rare opportunity wo address a press conference in Brussels, sponsored by the United Nanons
Capital Development Fund (UNCDF), on May 17. In that event, he told how people could make 2 difference to their lives in the picruresque
Kushma Devi village, located some 100 km east of Kathmandu, by mobilizing small savings and a lide support from an international funded
project. The small saving fund was generated by everybody’s contribution of Rs. 10 per day. Ram Prasad spearheaded the community work pro-
ject by getting electricity, running adult Literacy classes, lending money to farmers for income generating activities, planting uees, and sending
children to school that helped change the geography of the village.
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India’s Rasiawal Barrage in the Lumbini Area

In flagrant violation of the imernational law prohibiting construction of such structures within eight km of the border, India started constructing
the Rusiawal-K hurda-Lautan barrage over the Danav and Danda Rivers, which flow imto India from Nepal, just 200 m south of the Nepal-India
boarder, early this year. 'The 18 km long, 9 m wide, and 6 m high barrage, when completed, would be capable of inundating 18 villages and over
4,000 Bighas arable land in Nepal including the UNESCO World Heritage site in Lumbini, the birth blace of Lord Buddha, and affect 150,000
people in the Marchawar area.

Facing a huge outcry from the people and the Buddhist community and protest from the government of Nepal, India has temporarily hahed con-
struction of the controversial dam on July 31. By that time, 3 km of the dam had already been builr. The Buddhist Community believes it to be a
conspiracy 1o submerge Lord Buddha’s birth site in Nepal. :

Samrat Upadhyay and the Arresting God in Kathmandu

The short story collection, *Arresting God in Kathmandu,” penned by Samrat Upadhyay, and released in July, created a lot of interest and rave
reviews among the literati in New York. Samrat was on the first leg of his five-city wour. Included in Barnes and Nobel’s “ A Best American Dis-
covery” category, the Amresting God is adomned with short stories based on life in the Kathmmamdu Valley.

Reviewed as a "well-crafted work” and compared to Chekov’s short stories, Samrat’s book jumped in ranking from 50,0000 10 50t within
twenty-four hours - a remarkable boost for a Nepali author of his kind. Samrat teaches creative writing and post-colonial liscrarure at Baldwin-
Wallace College in Ohio.

Plight of Ganent Industry in Nepal

Burdened by contributing factors such as the unfavorable international market situation, the recent political development of the nation, and the
dury-free expor facilities granted by the US. to the Sub-Saharan African countries, the garment industry in Nepal is on the brink of collapse,

As a result of “lack of working atmosphere created by political instability and insecurity,” the Garment indusery is collapsing like a house of
cards. More than 130 ready-made garment industries producing an estimated 10 million pieces of garments-2-month have shut their doors, ac-
cording to Garment Association of Nepal (GAN). Approximately 50,00¢ employees related to garment indusuies have lost their jobs already.

 In the first half of 2001, the garment export to the US. accounted for $ 92,03 million, down from $99.77 for the same period in 2000. The gar-
ment export to the US. had grown by 18 percent in 1999 and over 30 percent in 2000.

New Living Goddess of Nepal

Following a long and arduous search, Nepal has enthroned Preeti Shakya, age 4, as the new “Kumani” or virgin goddess. Kumari is revered as
the source of prosperity in the country. The living goddesses” small palace is located in the heart of Kathmandu, a block away from Hanuman
Dhola. Revered by both Hindus and Buddhists, the living goddess will bless people with peace and prosperity, and will hold the title until she
reaches pubenty. Traditionally Kumari comes from the Shakya clan - the clan of Lord Buddha.

In order 1o pass as “Kuman” the contestant has to pass a series of tests and must have perfect skin, hair, eyes, and weth.
The Eving goddess lives a privileged Efe. At the same tme, she is put imo isolation from the outside world, which she sees only a few times

every year when she is camied on a chariot pulled by her devotees across the town. She is allowed to play with only a few chosen mates.  She
can wear only red, her hair is neatly done and tied in a top kmot, and she has a third eye painted on her forehead.

Indian Soldiers Line Up Nepal-India Border

Nepal India border is lined up by 10,000 Indian sokliers. The reason for such arrangement, according to the Indian government, is to control the
subversive activities of Pakistam intelligence from bases in Nepal ~ a ckim that has no solid basis. According to an unconfirmed source, the
number of Indian soldiers may be as high as 70,000,
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Dolphins sighted in Kamali tributartes

As many as 20 dolphins were spotted and photographed at the confluence of the Pathriya and Mohana rivers, tributaries of the Karnali river, by a
team of rescarchers for the first time. River Karmali is one of the three major river systems in Nepal. The site is locared about 20 kan south of
the East-West Highway and 12 km southwest of Tikapur.

Painting Exhibition by the American Stodents

The students of the University of Texas, Pan Edinburgh of America and Don Bosco College presented their paintings in a four-day extubition
entitled “Share Image” in Kathmandu. The exhibition was inaugurated by artist-cumylieraceur Lainsing Bangdel. The students from Don
Bosco College exhibited 25 paintings portraying Nepali culture, society, and narure. The Americal snidents displayed 15 paintings showing their

Perform Shraddha on Internet

Thanks w the new sofrware “e-Shraddha,” developed by Web Park Nepal, a Nepali IT company; the devour Findus living abroad can perform

Shraddha of their ancestors in the holy temple of Pashupati Nath, in the comfort of their home. All you have to do is 1o fill up an e-form with
your complete name, lineage name,Gotn,themnwofdledcceascd,andthemh(date) of the demise and e-mail it 1o the Web Park company.

Thewmpanyu&]lthenasslgnapmstanhePashupanNa:hmmplempufomﬂie complete Shraddha ritual in the name of your ancestor.

Mr, Udaya Mohan Shrestha, Managing Director of the Web Park claims it is the only I'T company catering 1o the social and religious need of
Nepalis bving our of country; regardiess of the castes and creed:

Nepali Woman Receives Award

Ms. Mohinee Maharjan, woman nghts advocate in Nepal, received the coveted “Women’s Creativity in Rural Life” award in Geneva, Switzertand
on October 15 for her contribution 1o making women in Nepal aware of their legal rights, She 15 one of 30 women from Africa, Asta and the
Pacific, the Americas, and Europe to receive the award.

_ Ms. Maharjan, president of Women Guidance Association, has been working for the right of bonded labor in Tharu community in Western Ne-
pal. She has also authored rwo books “Our Constinution” and “Women, Sociery and Law.”

First English Novel by 2 Nepali

Manjushree Thapa has the honor of becoming the first Nepali to pen an English Novel “ The Tutor of History” published by the Penguin
Books, India. The book was released by Prime Minister Sher Bahadur Deuba on October 15. The novel successfully portrays the true picture of
the contemporary Nepali Society. Ms. Thapa also works as a columnist in the Nepali Times Weekly and translates poputar Nepali poems into

English

Workd’s Lavgest Thankaz Under Preparation

Abour 80 percent of the world’s largest “thanka™ depicting the life of Siddhartha Gautam is complete. The 50 by 70 meter thanka will be put on
exhibition in Nepal in March, 2002. The thanka is being prepared in a project jointly sponsored by the Baudha Dharma Samrakchhyan Samin
(BDSS) of Nepal and Century 21 Mandala of Japan. About 12,000 workers from 12 different countries across the globe will volumeer three
months of their time to prepare the largest thanka.

A lot of people like snow. I find it to be an unnecessary freezing of water. (Carl Reiner)

They are ill discoverers that think there is no land, when they can see nothing but sea. (Sir Francis Bacon)

Dying is a very dull, dreary affair. And my advice to you is to have nothing whatever to do with it. (Somerset Maugham)
Some men are bom mediocre, some men achieve mediocrity, and some men have mediocrity thrust upon them. (J Heller)
I have encugh money to last me the rest of my life, unless I buy something. (Jackie Mason)
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A Chance Encounter,

Then...
- Shemak aye Bass  {The Washington Pat July
29, 2001)

I couldn't believe what I was hearing. Shon-
wave news from Katmandu, barely discernt
ble words from BBC World. A massacre m
Nepal . .. royal family kiled . . . the king, the
queen, the crown prince, all dead. Then the
cracBing mdio dispatch faded into desert air,
and I sa stmned in a courtyard in Samar
kand.

Only four days before, I had kft Nepal for
Uzbekstan, after working on a nonprmofit
project in the Himalayas. Only four weels
before, I had met Nepals Crown Prince
Dipendra on a flight from Bangkok 1o Kat-
mandu I couldn' have known that day thar I
would meet 2 prince whose subjects consid-
ered him a god but who would spedk © a
stranger sbowt the concept of democracy.
Nor could I have known that a month laver,
on June 1, he would be accused of gunning
down his family, leaving a tragt and decid-
edly mortal kgacy.

My colleagues and I lmewsomething was up
when we boarded Thai Airways Flight 319, A
bustle filled the cabin as a reunue of men in
wraditional Nepalese attire stored parcels in
overhead bins, then disappeared into first
class. Once we were airborne, I asked a flight
anendant if a dignitary was on board. He
confided: "It's the cro wn prince of Nepal.”

Quckly, I pulled out a card that bore our
nonprofits mame, Clean Nepal 'The found-
ing members were headed to the Himalayas
for a cleanup expediion with Nepals An-
napurm Comsewatbn Area Project, and 1
thought the prince might find it interesting, 1
wrote a description on the back and con-
chided wath, "For your information. I do not
wish o diswmrb you" Then I passed it 1o the
flight artendant

Apparendy, Prince Dipendra did not feel
disturbed, for soon the amendant and a
Nepali bodyguard ushered me into first class.
The crown prince sat in the fist row, wear-
ing a black business jacket, a crisp white t-
nic and a black topi, the traditional Nepalese
men'’s hat. He turned and smiled as I stood
in the aisle,

“Please, su." Fke gestured to the seat next w©
him.

"Namaskar," 1 stammered the forma Hindu
greeting, my hands steepled to my forehead.
Graciously, he gestured wward the seat
again I hadn't expected this.

"How do you pronownce your mame? he
asked as I sat, kaving a space berween us. I
told him, then with diminishing dignity, I
blurted, "Pardon me, your highness -- [ am
very nervous,”

His response was an easy smile, like that of a
celebnity accustomed to awe-struck legions,
"Not at all,” he replied. "I am curious about
this project.”

As I gave him a synopsis of the ckanup, he
nodded approvingly. His demean oz, his sheer
accesability; struck me; T wondered if this
could have happened anywhere but in mid-
air, on a commercial flight, berween coun-
tries,

I will never know. I do knowthat during our
chance encounter, he was affable and agen-
tive, and we taked candidly of Nepal's envi
ronmentl problems before segueing inw
more complex subjects,

"The environment is a huge concem in Ne-
pal” the prince agreed, "but at the moment,
I do not think the government can offer ad-
ditional assistance.” He paused. "As you
may know our counuy is facing a good deal
of unrest."

I was avare that Nepal's prime miniser was
at the center of an alkged corruption scan-
dal, prompting increasingly violent protests
{he resigned July 19). I knew that there were
periodic national transportation strikes bring-
ing commerce to a halt. And I was aware of
the sporadic Maoist attacks in westem and
central Nepal

"Yes, I have followed " I said, then
stopped, not wanting 10 push the sibject of
Nepalese politics. But the crown prince wilt
ingly continued. He mentioned the palace’s
neutral position, explaining tha a decade
before, his father had relinquished pover w©
eleced officiak, and since then the pabice
had made few public comments about poliz-
cal affairs. "It is not our phce. We are not
eleceed officiak.”

Then he said something I will not forget. I
have re-read my journal several imes now -
having jotted down highlights from the con-
versation as soon as I returned to my seat --
and every time, I've fek an unshalable sad-
ness, not only for a country I love, bt for a
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prince I bnefly met and whose final thoughts

and actions will never be known. "My coun-
try has a young democracy,” he said slowly.
" And there are three necessary elements for
the democracy to stabilize: national pride,
unity; the rule of law;, which must be uphed
under all circumstances; and faith in demoe-
racy.” He pawsed, as if contemplating an un-
foreseeable furure. "Nepal must remember
that democracy is not a smtic system, and
political upheaval is al ways a possible factor.”

(leady; the prince was woubled by Nepal's
fragile political stare; yet he believed the peo-
ple would "hold on” through whatever hy
ahead Those words would haunt me later.

When the plane began its descent inw Kat
manduy, I ook my leave of Prince Dipendra,
thanking him as I backed into the aisle with a
final "Namaskar." In my pocket was a calling
card that read -- sull reads -~ "HRH Gown
Prince Dipendra Bir Bikram Shah Dev. Na
rayanhity Royal Palace. Kathmand u, Nepal."
The young heir, whom Nepalis believe 15 an
incamation of the god Vishnu, had given it
o me when I asked about contacting him for
a future profile. He cautioned that &t would
be a whik before he could grant an inter-
view, as the mood in Nepal was too tense.

Since then I have considered the paralle] be-
tween Nepal's tragedy and the fall of Amer
ica's own "Camelot” 38 years ago. As for
Amencans grappling with John F. Kennedys
assassiration, there will never be an answer
for Nepals, no investigation that will setde
the resdess conjectring of a coun
stnned by its [oss and blinded, even, by
hero worship. As for me, I was profoundly
upset when I leamed of the massacre. Ac-
cording to the reports, the man I'd met was
the same man who killed his family and then
tumed a gun himself. Or had he? Like many
Nepalis, I can't quite believe

Heddic

But the tragedy jolted me for other reasons.
It reminded me of how mortal al men arw,
no matter how much we elevate them, and
with that truism came a lifting of the veil that
separates princes from commoners and gods
from humans. What lay beyond was a2 my-
tery as ureconcilble as the massacre: Fow
can any man, or god for that matter wied
such horrifying power?

{Shermakay Bass & a frelime witr bued in

Austin, Texas)

Will Coppy: “All modern men are descended from a wormlike creatures, but it shows more on some people”
Kin Hubbard: “Some folks seem to have descended fromthe chimpanzee muchlaterthan others”
Elber Hetber: Believe it or not, every fool you meet i the end result of millions of years of evolution”

]
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Unique C ase of Discrimination

Post Report

KATHMANDU, Apnl 30 - Co-represenmative of the Justice for Go-
vinda Innocence Advocacy Group today said that re-detention of Go-
vinda Mainali in Japan in a murder case is a unique example of dis-
crimination of a Nepali migrant worker in Japan.

Co-representative of the advocacy group Junko Fhasumi s peaking at a
press conference in the capital wday said, "This discrimimation of a
Nepali migrant worler is unlile Hrithik’s alleged remarks which
caused untoward incidents. It is in the Mainali case that the Nepali
people should have come out and vent their anger,” said Fasumi

Mainali who was a Nepali migrant worler in Japan was arrested in
March 1997 for murdering Yasuko Wanambe of Tokyo Electic
Power Company. Mainali had left for Japan on a three month tourist
visa m 1994.

Mainali was acquitted by the Tokyo Disurict Gourt {IDQ in April
2000 but after the prosecutors’ request, the Tokyo High Court kept
him in detention and later in December reversed the TDCs dedsion
sentencing Mainali to life imprisonment.

" After TDCs acquizal Mainali should have been released immed:-
ately,” said Fesune who is also the Director of the Japan-INepal Soci-
ety. "If only Mamnali was a Westerner he would have been released
immed iately after his acquittal,” she added.

The case is now pending ar the Supreme Cowrt of Japan. Hasumi said
that the Supreme Gourt hardly reverses the dedsion of other higher

oourts. "But this case s based on merely circumstanta evidences as
there is no evidence hnking him to the murder,” said Hasumi,

"In this case the Supreme Court could ako ask the High Gowrt for the
case to be reinvestigated,” said Fhasumi,

Hasumi said that the support should cone from all sies Nepali peo-
ple 10 demand from the Supreme Court a fair trial and acquit Mainali,
"Ths concem should be brought © the atention of the Japanese gov-
ernment for immediate and just resohution,” she added.

Currently Nepal has no extradition treaty with the Japanese govem-
ment. Nepalese authotities have been mainmining silence even after

tl;; Japanese counterpart’s assertion that Mamali issue is their intemal
affairs.
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A press rekase handed out during the program swted tha the Japa-
nese authorides violated the guidelines for s Griminal Procedure
Code while conviaing Mainali

Hasumi said that Mainali was denied the full exercise of his right ©
have counsel when the Gourt denied his right 1o present counter evi-
dence to prove hs innocence.

"The Immigration Burean deliberaely delayed
Manali’s deportation after hi initil acquittal and tha the tral and
oukome of Maimal's case refleas the discrimination agamst Asian
migrant workers insimple labour workin Japan,” she added.

Speaking on the occasion, member of the Nepal Human Rights Com-
mission Kapil Shrestha said that the Mainali has been denied fair jus-
tice. "Mamali should be released immediately," demanded Shrestha.
Such incilents of re-deention will bring the feeling of insecuriy
among the Nepali staying abroad.

Today’s release also stated that the police deaded that Mainali, whose
visa had expired, was the murdererand set about building a case that
could res ult in his conwiction.

"The misuse of immigration lwto amrest him for overstaying his visa
while carrying out investigations for an unrelaed crime was only pos-
sible because he was a forigner,” stated the release.

"It was also clumed that Mainah’s Nepali fnends were tortured during
their questoning by the policelt is unlikely that such violent methods
would have been applied had the subjects been, Westerners instead of
Nepali," said the release.

P.S. Mr. Simchi Sano, the Japanese wnter has aathored a 150-paage
book based on Mainali’s case. He has awended all the counts wo date
involving Govinda Prasad Mainali’s case. He gave a one-hour tak in
Tokyo, Japan, on Ccwober 3 on his novel and said any one who reads
his novel, can easily tell that Govinda Prasad Mainali is an innocent
person and was not inwlved in the crime he has been demined for.
He should be relessed at any cost = soon as possble. The book is
currently being uansaed fromJapanese into Nepali by Mr. Harvhiwo
Noju, of Japan Nepal Society. The Nepali version will be subse-
quently translated inw English for woild-wide publicity of this issuve.
Japan Televsion has also created a footage based on interviews with
several Nepali and Japanese peopl, induding Govinda’s former
roommates. The footage also depias him as an innocent person vic-
timized by the current Japanese sysem towards foreigners.

Attitude

The longer I'live, the more I reakize the impact of attitude on kfe.
Attitude to me, is more important than facts. It is more important than the
past, than education, than money, than drcumstances, than failures, than
successes, than what other people think or sayor do. It is more important
than appearance, giftedness or skill, It will make or break a company...a
church..a bome. The remarkable thing is we have a chdce everyday
regarding the attitude we will embrace for that day, We cannot change our
past..we cannot change the fact that people will act in a certain way. We
aznnot change the inevitable. The only thing we can do is playon the
string we bave, and that is our attitude..J am convinced that life is 10%
of what bappens to me and 90% of how I react to it. And so it iswith

E’ﬂ
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The Unforgettable King
Birendra!

- Rajendia Shrestha

History will remember June i, 2001 as the
black day in On thar fareful day,

King Birendra, along with his family and
other members of royal family, was assassi-
nated.  Although, the soft-spoken, mild-
mannered, beloved monarch has depareed
for heavenly abode for good, he will live in
the hearts and minds of all Nepalis forever.
This tragic episode has only helped immor-
talize King Birendra, his legacy, and hus love
for peace and people of Nepal.

King Birendra was the first monarch in Ne-
pal 1o have received a formal education. Af-
ter having completed his schooling at St. Jo-
seph School in Darjeeling, King Birendra
proceeded 10 the prestigious Eton College in
England between 1959 and 1964. He con-
tinued his education at Tokyo University in
apan and subsequently at Harvard Univer
sity in the US A

King Birendra’s 30-year regime is marked by
his untiring efforts in conmibuting to the
muhifaceted development of Nepal Most
important of all was his generous move to
grant the democracy n Nepal in the form of
constitutional monarchy, a5 a glaring exam-
ple of his vision and his deep

" of the feelings and aspirations of the people
there. In so doing, he saved the country
from the brink of violent bloodshed and dis-
aster. By ing the constitution of const-
tutional monarchy in 1990, he proved him-
self 1o be the champion of democracy and
democratic processes. He had thus provided
a continuation of the congemal relationship
berween the commoner and the monarchy,
known 10 exist in Nepal since the regime of
King Prithvi Narayan Shah,

In the mermational fromt, King Birendra
proposed w the beads of stares and other
dignitaries his coronation in 1975,
that Nepal be declared a Zone of Peace, m

accordance with the principles and ideals of
the Charter of the United Nations and the
widely supported and endorsed by as many
as 116 nations. He wanted to see Nepal as
the Switzerlind of Asia by declaring it a
Peace Zonc. Although short of araining
implementation, the peace proposal is still
relevant and in the context of
current developments in global politics. As a
great advocate and supporter of the Non-
Aligned Movement, he led the Nepali delega-
tions to six Non-Aligned Summirs berween

1973 and 1989.

Safeguarding the sovereignty and independ-
enceofthecountryv-ashxswppnonty

“This nation’s independence and sovereignry
are dearest 1o my heart™ said King Birendra.
Be was one of the main forces behind the
idea of Regional Cooperation in South Asia
{SAARQ). Since the beginning of SAARC in
1985, King Birendra had been actively en-
gaged in nurturing and developing dhs or-
ganization in achieving Its objectives. As a
mauer of record, King Birendra wok per-
sonal interest and inspected all the arrange-
ments in devail during the preparation of the
SAARC Summit in Nepal in 1987.

In view of the lack of infrastrucrure, trans-
portation and commumication i pare
K.mgBu-endradmdedNepalm:ofivcdtvcl-
opment regions and made it a practice o
make regular visits 1o observe and inspect
the ongoing development projects in those
regions. These visits also gave him the op-
portunity o survey the living conditions of
the people in the most remote parts of the
country. He listened to the problems of
common people in the poor villages and di-
rected concerned officials 1o come up with
solutions. I-]:behevedmthexieaofdecen—
tralization for the balanced, allrounded de-
velopment of Nepal The muain highway
“Mahendra Rajmarg” and irs ancillary roads
serving incessantly to the national develop-
ment were constructed in King Birendra’s
regime.

King Birendra will also be remembered for
his contmibutions in uplifting the educational
system of Nepal He started his campaign
on education by announcing “free primary
education” on the very day of his coronaton
in 1975. It was King Birendra who realized
the need for more than one university, the
‘Tribhuvan University, for the educational
development in the country. As a result, sev-
eral new universities have been established in
Nepal. He also fel the need for boarding
schools in the country and helped open the
Budhanillemtha Model School
where both of his sons received school edu-

cation.

King Birendra himself was an arvist and had
helped develop the arts and literature sec-
tors in Nepal. By becoming the chairman
of the “Lalit Kala Sangh” when he was the
Crown Prince, he acted as a source of inspi-
ration 1o the artist community in Nepal. The
contemporary ant entitled “Moti” contrib-
uted by him has served as the symbol of en-
couragement to the artists of the country.

King Birendra was also an advocate of priva-
1
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tization and globalization for the ndustrial
development in Nepal. He believed that in-
dustrial development was not possible with-
out the comributions from the private sec-
tor. In order 1o encourage, atract and pro-
mpme:mresm:cms,afamrablemdm-
wial policy was promulgated in Newlm
1981. As a consequence, private industries
mushroomed in the country since that tme.
Thus, late King Birendra acted not only in
the policy making, but also in the implemen-
tation phase for ecopomic growth. He was
pemomﬂyuwolvedmthem:gumonof
pumerous indusirial exhibitons in Nepal,
which is mndicative of his imerest in the pro-
motion of industries in the nation.

The late king Birendra loved his country and
people sincerely, and was always concerned
about unitng and binding people from dif-
ferent backgrounds of castes and creeds, and
languages. As an example of his swong na-
tionalistic feelings, he sent his children 10
schools in Nepal and also encouraged the
royal family members to receive medical
treatment in the country, as far as possible.
In his own words, “The first priority should
be to strengthen the nationality, external
issues should come next.™ He is ako
known to make rounds incognito, to as-
sess the situation of bis country and bis

. He was always concerned
about his counury, had great pamiotic feel
ings, and conducted within the purview of
democratic norms. He was cognizant of the
magnitude of the problems of poverty, hun-
ger, and sickness facing the country and the
people and considered it his responsibility o

The traditional and picturesque cry of Bhals-
tapur got renovated and received a facelift by
Germany as the wedding gift for King Biren-
dra, according w his wish. The project was
so successful that the city of Bhaktapur won

a heritage award. Bythesamemlmn,whm
theO:ninweGovcmmemaskiedhimwhﬂhe
wanted for 2 present on the Siver Jubilee
Anniversary of his accession to the throne,
he asked them to rebuild the Kathmandu
Sports Arena and Facilities as preparation for
the 8 South Asian Federaton Games.
These are only a few examples of his selfless-
ness and genuine concern for the balanced
development of the counury on all arenas and
fronts.

King Birendra was a very knowledgeable per-
son with great reasoning power. He would

direct his subordmates 1o know thexr
in a realistc manner. He showed great re-
spect to all poliical parties and their leaders.
He was also known as 2 very organized, sys-
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tematic and meticulous person. He had
demonstrated that he was a “man of princi-
ple” by ordering his brother Prince Dhiren-
dra to relinquish his title because of his in-
ability to live up to the ideals and standards
of the royal family.

Therefore, on that fateful day of June 1,

2001, not only did we loose King Birendra,
but also a visionary, a scholar, a patriot, a
statesman, a peace-loving and generous per-
son, and a perfect gentleman, who loved Ne-
pal and all Nepalis. Sorely missed, he will
always be in the hearts and minds of Nepalis.
He has secured himself a very lofty, dignified
spot in the history of Nepal and the world.

October 2001
His would be a tough act to follow. King
Birendra is immortal!
(Mr. Shrestha is a geophsicist, a wery ugl read per
He is president of NA H)
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who’s who

Nepal Vision features who's who in its every issue. We sekct true Nepali role model who ha made the community proud and n-
cessantly become a source of moral and academxc mspiration.

We are privileged to introduce Mr. Rajendra Shrestha in this issue of Nepal Vision.

Mr. Rajendra Shrestha, Ph.D. e Served inthe past as President, Students Geophysical Soci-
ety, India and Vice-President, Acadiana Indian Association,
e Bom in Kathmandu, educated in Nepal, India, the Nether- US.A

lands, and the U.S.A., traveled across the globe, settled in Founder, President, Nepalese Association of Houston
Houston, and working with Veritas DGC, Inc. management, (NAH)

past expenences inclide UNOCAL and Exxon e Currently advising Nepalese Association in Japan
e FEarned Ph.D. (USA), M.S. (U.SA.), MSc.Tech (Illdla) de- Contributed arteles to Nepal Vision

grees, and Post Graduate diploma (The Netherlands) Enchanted by simple things in life in keeping with “Simple

[ ]

e Topped at Osmania University, India — his class referred to is beautiful” and “Short is sweet”

as Shrestha’s Class to dae e Believes in “Work s Worship” and intends to work until the
e Edited and published a book while a student at Osmania last moment

University which is being used as the text book in one of the ¢  Thinks, “Your life should carry a message for people around

CMESES you, if you are able to inspire and guide someone with your
e Awarded with Mahendra Bidya Bhushan medal achievements, you should consider 1 a great accomplish-
e Topped the class at ITC, the Netherlands ment”
e Publshed and presented scientific, technical, and research

papers world-wide
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Bikaas — A Sacred
Incantation

- Kamal R. Adhikary, Ph.D.

It is difficule 1o pinpoint how long the word
‘bikaas’ (development) has been in the day
w-day vocabulary of Nepalis, but it seems to
have been used increasingly both in the nz
tional and the Jocal media since the introduc-
tion of "bikaas ko mel phutaaunu” (1o dig-
open the fountain of development} in the
early seventies. Any one working in Nepal
between 1970 and 1989 could have hardly
missed the use of the word bikaas, in politi-
cal speeches, in the day-to-day business of
government offices, in Panchayat meetings
and gatherings, in radio broadcasts and in
local as well as national papers. A mndom

sampling of the Gorkhapatra, the govern-

ment sponsored daily newspaper published
in Nepali, from 1976 to 1986 showed that
not inchude bikaas talk in one way or an-
other. Bilaas discourse can be categorized
into three forms:

L Pofitical speeches izing bikaas such
as “the chairman of the National Panchayat
has said that there is need of the skill and

spirit of every Nepali for the nation-
building” (fan. 25, 1977), or "in order to ma-
terialize the dream of the martyrs everyone
has 10 be dedicated for the development of
the country” (Jan. 30, 1977), or "While inau-
gurating the Panchayat office ar Taruka
Gaun, the Finance Mmister said thart for the
development of the villages we all need 1o
move ahead vogether” ( Jan 29, 1985), or
"Minister Giri has requested the journalbists
w help contribute to the development of the
country” (Feb. 2 , 1985), or "the Minister for
Local Development said thar it is necessary
that we need to encourage everyone to be
active for the national development, and to
think of how we can participaze in and con-
uibute to the natonal development is the
most important basis of develop-

ment" {Gorkhapatra October 27, 1986).

ii Editorials or articles on bikass themes

such as "Bikaasko Baatomaa Agrasar Nepal
(Nepal on the Forefront of Development
Path)* (Gorshapatra October 8, 1984), or
"Bikaasko laagi Raajnaiti ra yasako Auchitya
{Development for Politics and its Justifica-
tion) (Goskhapatra April 4, 1986).

iii. News about bikaas work such as "A
drinking water project has been completed in
a place where untl 1977 women had o go
haf a day in owder w brng wa-

rer’ {(Gorkhapatra Jan. 2Z, 1977, or "Tc was i
2019 vss. that Late His Majesty King Mahen-

dra had helped form the backbone of bilaas
{developmems) by volunmeermg his Esbor o
start the Mahendra Rajmarga” (Gorkhapatra
1984 [2041 vs. Bhadau 21}, Thursday).
When I was doing research in Palpa in 1988,
I used to hear over Radio Nepal everyday
abour how Nepal was on the path of bikaas.

I's no wonder that one anthropologist
working in Nepal i the eighties observed,
*Tr has become almost a mantra [sacred in-
cantation], repeated by high and low govern-
ment officials, foreign observers of the con-
temporary scene and increasingly, the citi-
zenry at large, that "development” now occu-
pies pride of place in the national agenda of
Nepal" (Fisher, 1987:29)..  Despite this,
when I asked people, "What does bikaas’
mear?® even those who used the word fre-
quently would fumble for a precise meariing,
probably because ‘bikaas’ meant different

things to different people. Generally, they

would say thar it encompasses almost every-

thing that is needed o be done for Nepal

and Nepalis. When I jokingly insisted on 2
defininon from a senior government

official who was the project coordinator for

one of the integrated development projects

he smilingly answered: "Bikaas is

that we do wgether for the benefit and pro-

gress of Nepal and the Nepalese” (Gonga

1989, personal communicarion). Although
this was an impromptu response one could
clearty see how it captures the core of the
slogans of ‘doing together’ for
Nepal’ and for the Nepalese”. Whar he said
seemed to sum up in some way what was
usually heard from the political leaders and
their followers. In any of the speeches relat-
ing to bikaas inclusive phrases such as "we”,
"all of us.” were recurrent. For example, "we
have to move ahead without fear, threat, or
bluff from anybody”, “in order 10 do devel-
opment all of us have to come for
ward" (Gorkbapatra Jan. 4, 1985, emphasis
mine), In sum bikaas talk seems 1o weave all
Nepalis into one family of the Nepali nation,
and leads one 1o believe that bikaas not only
accommodates but also  welcomes all

Nepalis.

Similarly, in any discourse of development it
i hard 1o miss phrases infused with national-
ist sentiment that directly or indirectly make
a plea for the pursuit of a common Nepali
identity, 2 quest for community. In order to
achieve this, it seems, the government
adopted a two-pant strategy. On the one
hand, it seems 1o have assumed that in the
process of launching development projects
such as cons wells,
building schools, and cxtendmg education,
members of different soctal and ethnic
groups can participate together in building
the nation, and acquire a sense of
shared goals. On the other hand, the gow-

17

Ociober 2001

emment also seerns 1o have assumed that
common identity caa be mstfled into people
through the discourse of development dis-
seminated through the radio and the most
widely circulated papers such as the Gorkha-
patra, which "attempts to inform, motvate
and change attinudes', and also “aims at gen-
erating faith in ...the concept of ‘politcs of
developmem' ® (Verma 1988: 41).

Thus the discourse of development always
touches, directly or indirectly, on the ques-
tion of national identiry. Central 1o this quest
for 2 common national identity is the process
of “Nepalization” which is implicitly or ex-
plicitly emphasized in any discourse or rirual
of development. One of the strategies of
Nepalization has been to appropriate various
symbols of subordinate and to give
them national prominence. At the local level
this process of what Alonso (1988) calls "de-
particulanzation”, is illustrated by same-
giving ceremonies, in which age-old local
settlement names are replaced by "Nepali” -
names. These ceremonies do not always take
place on 2 scale, and as such they may
not be noticed by the public at large. Hows
ever, the process is the same whether it takes
place on a small scale or in a grand function
given national prominence, A slow change
of local names has been going on in Nepal
for centuries, since the coming of new set-
tlers inevitably have some impact on the ex- -
isting na2mes. However, displacing local
names with Sanskritized names in a ritmal
ceremony is comparatively recent, and in the
Panchayat period was considered by the gov-
emment media to be a process of develop-
ment and a way of enhancing national iden-
ury. Such change of place-names took place
onsuchoccaswnsashymgthefoundauon
stone of a school

school or panchayar buildings (Gorl:hapm-a.
Jan. 3, 1986), or ar the inniation of a road or
its inaugurarion (Gorkhaparra: Jan 6, 1986). -
In the imposition of Sanskritized names in
the name of bikaas, we can observe the ef-
fomofthebllmassta:ctoforgeasmgb—
and modern— nanonal identity by anointing
placesandpro)ecmthatsxgmfybﬂmswlﬁa
names that invoke the past of the nation-
state only, while occluding older, more vani-
ous ethnic pasts.

(Mr. Adbikan &5 a resennts assodiate at Corter for
Asian Studes at Urriersity of Texas (UT), Asstin
and teaches arthropology at UT.  He awrplaad Ph
D. on aduoul anthmopolegy i 1993 from UT,
Awtird
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Awry Aristocracies and
Other Tales

- Swarnim Waglé

As soon as a degree of i
normalcy was restored
after the surreal royal
incident in June, I
headed for Nepal for six
weeks with the overt in- |
tention of doing nothing. After two painful
years at graduate school spent under excruci-
ating academic discipline, I was ready to
break free of routine. This tdp thus had a
strong personal agenda, but it would have
been presumptuous to divorce it from the
context of turmoil in Nepal — the pink terror
unleashed by Maoists, as well as the clumsy
engineering of royal replacement, but regal
void, in Narayanhiti. I spent time traveling
both within Nepal and in the Indian hill sta-
tions of Shimla and Mussorrie, famous for
the colonial patronage they received after the
Anglo-Nepal war in 1816. I will write more
about these travels later, but I dwell here on
three fragmented royal themes that occupied
me during this trip.

An Institution Cordoned

History is no science, and judgments based
on facts change over time. And facts change
over time, forcing judgments on which they
rest to fumble reminding one of a Keynsian
quip to a detractor who alleged him of being
inconsistent, “I change my mind when facts
change. What do you do, sir?” With an
analogous caveat, I concluded early on that
an ugly Dipendra who had a year before
scuffled his pregnant sister did actually plan,
coordinate, and execute the massacre. Pitying
the managerial incompetence of the palace as
well as the wanting institution of the army, I
remain unconvinced of alternative accounts,
which on a scale of incredibility range from
imaginative to farcical. But I was surprised to
find how lonely I was in my subscription to
the probe committee’s findings, however
sloppily presented. Of course, ours is a coun-
try of hearsay, and people probably relish a
bit too much the perverse joys of concocting
stories that stand out for total absence of
facts and reason. But even this cultural
knowledge didn’t prepare me for the stun-
ning disbelief in which the people held the
official version of the massacre. The credibil-
ity of the institudon of the monarchy has
perhaps never been this low, and there s a
serious crisis of legitimacy for the new king
on whom has been thrust so very unkindly
the historic obligation of salvaging a reputa-
tion. The barrage that the palace erected to
restrict sentimental reach of the common

people to its occupants during the Pancha-
yat, probably to keep the institution ade-
quately mystical to preserve the dishonesty
of a non-existing divine mandate, now
haunts the establishment as it fails to rally
the public. Pethaps consequently, republi-
canism as an idea in Nepal, though probably
untenable, has gained more respectability. If
there ever was a time when the monarchy
could do with some genuine blessings of
long life from the cheering crowds it is now.

Lust and Pride in the Kingdom

Locating the massacre in an historical per-
spective, some of the biggest episodes in Ne-
pal have all had ignobly romantic inspita-
tions. First, interning in 1741 at the Court of
Bhaktapur as a young prince from the im-
poverished principality of Gorkha, Prithivi
Narayan Shah saw first hand the prosperity
of the valley — a rich Newar nation that com-
bined mercantilist instincts with the lush pro-
ductivity of the valley’s soil to live well, pay
taxes, and indulge in a continuum of sophis-
ticated cultural practices, from display of fine
crafts and architecture to hedonistic pursuits
of maddening jaatras where ayla flowed like
the Gandaki. Prithvi also saw that these
achievements were being jeopardized by the
frivolities of its spoilt Malla rulers. He knew
he would return to take over the valley one
day, and his time in Bhaktapur was only a
tactical continuation of his earlier resolve. In
1738, Prithvi had a humiliating experience
over the arrangement of his first marriage to
the princess of Makwanpur. The angry boy
had returned without the bride, Indrakumari,
because of ego clashes with the bride’s
brother, Digbandhan Sen, and en route to
Gorkha, had secretly come to take a look at
the Nepal valley. According to his confes-
sions in Dibyo Upadesh, it was then that he
had made up his mind to rule the kingdoms.
He was 15. I posit that Prithvi would per-
haps have been less effective if his mulitary
moves were not complicated by a personal
motive to avenge over failed marriage. Sitting
on the southern border with an unclaimed
territory that the Company Sarkaar was an-
nexing, Makwanpur had to be won at any
cost if Prithvi’s expansionist desires were to
take shape. Lust and pride intensified the
fervor with which he would do it. His cam-
paign led to the birth of modemn-day Nepal,
the biggest event in Nepal’s history.

Second, King Rajendra Shah’s junior queen
had an adulterous relationship with one Ga-
gan Singh. Jung Bahadur Kunwar murdered
the royal lover to force the queen to convene
a kangaroo court in 1846 to have the killer
confess. Jung, 29, then bloodied the event by
massacring the august assembly; he declared
himself the premier, created a spurious line-
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age to a Rajasthani clan, established marital
links with sub-continental royaldes, and cre-
ated a pseudo-aristocracy that legitimized
itself through plunder within a generation.
Under the Ranas, Nepal escaped colonialism,
but stagnated under isolation. I think this is
the second most significant episode in Ne-
pal’s history.

Third, the long-term consequences of the
royal massacre of 2001are yet to be seen, but
an immediate implication is on the likelihood
of a protracted sustenance of reign of the
Shah dynasty that founded the very king-
dom. This could be the third most important
episode in our history, but the jury is still
out. There are other events competing for
notice, of course, which include the Sugauli
Sandhi of 1816, Nepali Congress revolution
of 1950, inauguration of the Panchayat in
1961, Jana Andolan 1990, and Maoist insur-
gency since 1996. But my list of the big three
all have nuanced links to loftier desires of
ambitious men tainted and inspired by lust.
This is scary because lust and pride are not
studied in public policy classrooms.

The Gwalior Tie

Dhir Shumsher had banished his anglophile
brother Khadga after jointly killing their
older brother Ranodip in the 1870s. Khadga
had taken his loot to Madhya Pradesh and
built the Nepal Palace near Sagar. His daugh-
ter was the first Nepali woman to matriculate
from high school, but had shown primitive
judgment when it came to marital choice.
She chose an Indian man after seeing his
photograph, not to budge even after it be-
came known that the gentleman was already
married to somebody else. She mothered
Lekha Devi, who later became the famous
BJP figure, Vijayaraje Scindia, after marrying
King Jivajirao of Gwalior. Their second
daughter, Usharaje, later ted knots with the
Sindhupalchowk MP, Pashupati Rana, while
Vijayaraje’s famously estranged son, the late
Madhavrao, went on to marry a Nepali I
don’t know if these intricate linkages were
crafted at Oxford in the early Sixties when
both Madhav and Pashupati attended New
College (founded 1379 AD). In any case,
Devyani is the second of Pashupati and
Usharaje’s daughters who was to be wooed
by Dipendra. These ties wouldn’t have mat-
tered much if it didn’t mean that all these
people are so related to each other. Not by
essence of character but by accidents of
birth. Most of Nepal’s aristocracy, especially
those who pointlessly insist that they are of
the right pedigree because their grandaunt’s
distant nieces were senior wives, or because
they spell Shumsher with the night alphabet,
descended from Dhir, not Jung. More re-
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cently, while Pashupati’s lineage originates in
Chandra Shumsher, late queen Aishwarya’s
ancestry is linked to Juddha. Chandra and
Juddha were brothers.

Pardon this conjugal calculus, but the moral
of the story is whether the late queen should
not, I wonder, have come up with more
compelling reasons to obstruct Dipendra’s
choice because her arguments about original
purity seem inaccurate, ridiculous, and irrele-
vant. Jung Bahadur, for example, had set an
immodest standard for his brothers by

e re s T
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breeding 22 wives and maintaining a harem
of over 200 concubines. Accidents in assign-
ing allegiances to new births were very likely
to have happened, for it must have been
hard to keep track of where the drunken ma-
hataja was sleeping any one night.

Further, women are biologically programmed
to live longer than men. If men married
women who were older than them, there is a
theoretical proposition that they can improve
the longevity of their togetherness at old age,
as they will both die at around the same time.

WISHING YOU ALL & VERY HAPPY BIUAY & DASHAMI AND

DEEPAW ALI

Yogi’s Newway
815 Shelbyville Street
Center, Texas 75935

Ganga Kwik Pantry
107 North Sireet
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Did Dipendra have this in mind in courting a
woman two years his senior? No. He was
just single and bored when he started seeing
Devyani, but it would have been nice to hear
how the former queen would have received
this scientific argument that their prolonged
marital bliss was, after all, in the national in-
terest. This is important because subjects
now know what can happen when petty roy-
als get upset, and flawed aristocracies shatter.

{(Sswarnin Waglé is an economist nath inlerest in poiitical bistory.
He works in Washington, D.C.)

Nacogdoches, Texas 75961

Your Neighborhood Convenience Store & Gas Station

Yogi & Mary Gorkhali
Faith Gorhkhali (daughter)

: Sandeep Krishna Shrestha
' Phone/Fax: 936-598-5370
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Nepgl¥ision.
Problems of Nepal: Some
Stray Reflections

- Bhishma Karks

Long ago I read Toynbee’s book ~ A4 Szudy of
History - as a political detainee tn Bhadragol
jal duting the civil disobedience movement.
He was 2 great historian with a prolific cut-
put. A Stwdy of Hisrory is a ten volume work
by Mr. Toynbee to distill the essence of vad-
ous universal cultures and civilizations from
a far antiquity to our age. There is an
abridgement of his ten volume wotks by D.
C. Sommerville. Sushil Koirala had this

- book, apparently belonging to elder B. P.
Koitala.. I am not meaning to discuss the
merits and demerits of Toynbee’s work here.
OCue of his central themes in a study of his-
tory is the idea of a creative minority as a
diiving force behind every civilization. That
the intelligent and creative minority stimulate
society is not entirely his orginal idea. He
borrowed this idea from philosopher like
Henn Bergson and applied it with refine-
ment to the rise and fall of civilization. What
Betgson calls élan vitak is the concept of the
creative minority in the wide stage of univer-
sal society and civilization for Toynbee.

A reluctant supporter of civil disobedience
movement, I found myself incarcerated in
Bhadragol prson for six months. For a
young generation growing up in Panchayat
ema it was difficult to distance oneself from
the vortex of engulfing political maelstrom. I
foimed an association with many political
inmates; some of them have the undeserved
fortune now to rule contemporary Nepal I
think 2 very crude idea of idealism and disen-
chentment motivated their early political
struggle. This group is lacking in sound intel-
lectual upbringing and outlook to play a lead-
ing role in the life of our country. Rather,
there is a palpable hollovness in the mental
life of this group and a study of Toynbee's
work gives us a yardstick to measure their

fitess to govem. It strikes us with appalling
cruelty to find that the present ruling class
can not dse above its pettiness. Everywhere
we find decadence and wretchedness. It
seems as if intelligence, curosity, search for
knowledge and basic human honesty never
strive to make it to the top in Nepal. I do not
find anything to cheer my spirt on in the
hour of glory of these philistines.

Let us now turn the Toynbesque search -
light on a mote specific object of nation
state. In every country and society there is an
upward movement as long as its leadership is
taken by a small creative minority. This is
almost an axiomatic truth for all time. Before
the advent of science, all cultures and civili-
zations were in the grp of mertia. The
change was very piecemeal in terms of pro-
gress even in spite of the exceptional leader-
ship. T wke the Roman empire as an ubiqui-
tous exampie, because in the Graeco-Roman
chrysalis we find the nascent germ of vitality
for later day western civilization. Roman em-
pire, when it was strong, provided 2 reason-
able living standard for its populace, though
not impressive by modem standard. The cul-
tural strength and political leadership of Ro-
mans temained unchallenged for a good
many centuries. Later on, it could not over-
come the decline brought about by internal
dissention and overall corruption of its lead-
ership. Names like Julius Caesar, Julian, Mar-
cus Autelivs, Pliny and Cicero still stand out
in the gallery of heroes, despite the lapse of
long temporal separation. Stl, the drying up
of creative vitality hastened the downfall of
Roman empire.

With the emergence of scientific revolution,
an insulation from global changes is not pos-
sible for any society. After the consolidation
of British mule in India, nothing prevented
the Rana mulers from keeping Nepal frozen
in time. They sought political security in 2
world of isolation. Panchayat tred to arrest
the political evolution of modem idea of free
society by concentrating power in the hands

of monarchy. The change has been chaotic
now. How do we cope with the challenges
of our country when have no certainty and
security of our backward agraran society?
Do we have a system which enables our
country to harvest the human resources of
bright and intelligent man aad woman?
Automatic mechanism is not in place even in
the highly developed country to ensure that
it benefits from the extant minornity of the
creative people. We might recall here the IQ
movement pioneered mainly in America
which meant to identify gifted petson from
very early on. Roosevelt called it raking gen-
ius from rubbish. Before the spurt of eco-
nomic growth in Singapore, Hong Kong,
Korea, Tatwan 2and other countres in Asia,
they built human resources by providing a
very good education. This highly educated
group was in the center of the swift transfor-
mation of these countries. They understood
the limitation of their culture and people.
Even in the absence of truly western style
democracy they presided over the creation of

a highly educated citizenry.

What can we do in Nepal? Let us not fool
ourselves that democracy by itself is enough
10 guarantee 2 spontancous progress. The
rule of law, enlightened citizen and economic
growth makes it viable. In a social condition
where these three factors are not intetlinked,
we suffer from the anomalies of democtacy,
which ate as deadly as a cortupt dictatorship.
I do not know what is good for Nepal; { can
offer only vague suggestions. The change for
good will come if from the present chaos
and disorder a group of dedicated, enlight-
ened, intelligent, constructive and honest

people win the struggle for the leadership of
Nepal.

(Former activist, currently a grodusts empincering
studert at University of Gincinnati, Mr. Karki is a
well read personality on history, philesophy and eur-
rent politics of Nepal)

All You Can Drink

Watch and Learn

A man walks into a bar, sis down on a bench and orders a cold
ane. He swigs down the beer, looks in his pocket, cringes and
orders ancther. He gups down that one, looks in his pocket
again, cringes and orders yet another one. This goes on for at
least an hour and a half.

Finally the bartender, bursting with curiosity, says, "I know it's
nene of my business buddy, but | have to ask. Why the whole
"drink, look in pocket, cringe and order another one” routine?"

“Wel," slurred the man, "There's a picture of my wife in my
pocket. When she starts to look good, then it's time for me to go
home."

2t

A rather corfident young man walks into a bar and takes a seat
next {0 a very attractive youngwoman. He gives her a quick
glance, then casually looks at his watch for a moment.

The woman notices this and asks, "Is your date running late?"”
“No," he replies, "l just bought this state-of-the-art watch and |
was testing it"

Intrigued, the worman says, "A state-of-the-art watch? What's so
special about it?"

"It uses alpha waves to telepathically tak to me," he explains.
“What's it telling you now?"

"Well, it says that you're not wearing ary panties...”

The woman giggles & replies, "Well it must be broken then, be-
cause | am wearing panties!”
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Talk Program on the HIV
Problems in Nepal

- Sujit N.S. Thapa
Introduction

On March 22, 2001 a fundraising program
on AIDS, organized jomdy by the America
Nepal Allance for Health (ANAH]) - a non
profit organization established in 197 ®©
assist medical clinicians from Nepal and US
to deliver free health care and health educa-
tion o people in the remote parts of Nepal,
and by the smaffs of Alta Bates Hospital was
held at Aka Bates Hospital in Oakknd, Gal
fornn. Doctors, phiskian asssmnts, mem-
bers of Nepalese Association of Northem
Caifornia (NANQ), and others, who are in-
terested in Nepal, were present during the
occasion. All proceedings of the event were
being used to facilitate the actvides of
ANAH in Nepal

The event kicked off wih dinner after
which Dr. Lydia Shrestha gave a remarkable
introductory presentation on health care i
sues in Nepal, and on the impending AIDS
epidemic. It was then followed by a lucid
skde presenmton by Govind Shahi- former
president of NANC and its avid supporer
on the diverse types of peopk of Nepal and
their lffestyles coupled with the enthrdling
scenic sights of the beawiful country. A lec-
ture by the guest Speaker, Dr. Steve O’ Brien
of UCSF tided, * Health care in Nepal: The
Emergency HIV Gisis ” then ensved. The
objecuves of his talk were to make us under-
stand the changing epidemiology of HIV
infection particularly as it affects South and
South East Asia; to illstrate the kinds of
interventions that have or have not been ef-
fective in decreasing HIV transmission i
South Asia; and to review the mtiretrovimi
treatment issues specific to the popubtions

in that region .The presentation was very
well divered and lustrawed that the cond+
tions favorable © the rapid transmission of
the AIDS virus are prevalent in South Asia
today and particulady in Nepal His subject
talk also provided clear insights to the way
of countering its accelerated spread,

One thing that stuck me was that Africa, in
the year 1987, had a similar percentage of
population infected with the virus = Nepal
curently 5, which is about 0.2 percent of the
totdd population. Today, approximately 25
percent of the continent suffers from it. The
major causes of the spread were artribured
to: a) hck of wse of contraception, b} mere
sex-education and information, c} reuse of
syrnges, and d) women trafficking. Pres
ently only 40,000 people are affected in Ne-
pal The conditions aforementioned for Af-
rica are very similar to those in Nepal. There-
fore, if unchecked, the disease could spread
rapidly.

The talk program ended with questions
Donna Tully and Andrea Weiss, two physt
cian assisans, who have been selected by
ANAH 1o join a team of eight other US.
volunteer for a thiee-week tour in Chame
vilkge. To sumital, the evening turned out
to be very eventful and at the same dme very
informatve.

Whatl believe

Nepal being poor is not well endowed with
well-trained and wellinformed human re-
sources, especially in remote vilages. As a
result of ths, poor people generally get less
mformation even on basic heath issues, and
are prone to become victims of sickness that
could otherwise be prevented with a priori
knowledge. I personaly think that the
spread of AIDS & a grave mawer that we
need to address. The cost of vsing antiretro-
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virals, akthough being manufacnwed at very
reasonable prices in India by companies such
as Silpa and in the West by companies like
Glaxo, Merck are still seep for an average ~
Nepali. For example, the cheapest drug avail
able today will cost a user $300 for a 69
month treatment period. Thus, I see that one
of the primary ways of counteracting dis-
eases such as AIDS and also a means of ar-
tempting to improve the overall health con-
ditions in Nepal is by empbying preventive
methods. The number of people suffenng
from diseases like Diarthea, Typhoid, Hepa-
titis —the most common of which occur dur
ing monsoon-, and even AIDS could be re-
duced, orat least conuolled by trying to pre-
vent them. To that end basic education and
dissemnimation of information to  lager
masses of the popuhce becomes crucial
Therefore, 2 concerted effort to educate a
greater proporton of the people i needed.
This eranslaes the government, the non
profit o iganizations, and ako interested indt
viduals to uniw for the endeavor.

Conclusion

Events like these that give a broader perspec-
tive about the sitation in Nepal need to be
encounged as it behooves the Nepal com

munity here, and also the presenter for being
able 1 shawr his/her ideas and experiences.

NANC has been very active in providing
financial support for health and education
aaviues in Nepal The proceeds from last
years’ Kathmandu night are being given 1o a
nonprofit organization engaged for such a
cause, In the future, NANC plans © organ-
ize similar interaaive discussion programs
focusing on Nepal.

(The asthor is an exeotive committee yrember of the
Nepali Assodation o Northern Califorria, and is
keen partapuarnt of acuties fertinet o carent is-
sues of Nepal)

Quips and Quotes

Whatever is reasonable is true, and whatever is true is reasonable. (Georg W. Hegel)
Part of the secret of a success i life is to eat what you like and let the food fight it out inside. {(Mark Twain)
Awise man gets more use from his enemies than a fool from his friends. (Baltasar Gracian)

The nice thing about egotists is that they don't talk about other people. (Lucille S. Harper)

It is true that [ was born in lowa, but I can't speak for my twinsister. (Abigail Van Buren)

A gentleman is a man who can play the accordion but doesn't. (Unknown)
Nearly all men can stand adversity, but if you want to test a man's character, give him power. {Abraham Lincoln)
Those who welcome death hawe only tried it from the cams up. (Wilson Mizner)
God is a comedian playing to an audience too afraid to laugh. (Voltaire)

I'm thirty years old, butI read at the thirty-four-year-oldlevel. (Dana Carvey)
Honesty is the best policy - when there is mo ney init. (Mark Twam)
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Extremities and Adaptations

- Sapn Gautam

The entire world witnessed the el face of
terronsm, when two hijacked commercnl
flighs departing Boston shmmed into two
towers symbolic 1 the U8 capimlism, caws-
ing unimaginable loss of human lives. No
one did ever imagine that the hijacked phnes
could be used as such a lethal weapon of

mass des ruction against innocent civilians.

This certainly climbs beyond the imit of hu-
man perception and imagination No de-
mands were made and no negotations were
conducted. I wonder if we’ll ever know the
real motive behind such barbaric act, besides
creating a situation of terror. What the whole
woild leamed that day was an extreme ill fate
of hipcled aircrafts: a newface of exwemity.

It may sound strange, but people n Nepal
are also living under similar conditions of
fear and fate. Who would have ever thought

selves, Wide spread extomion, force recruir-
ment of innocent people in the name of the
so-called Peoples War has certainly rases the
question if the motive of mevolt agamst
Panchayat system was clearly understood.

An ordinary human mind has hmited imagr
nation, which is contwlled by comscience,
mind power, environmental factors and his
recepuvity. A common human being is not
inborn with a devil mind. He is always be-
hind fear and imagination i at all a dewl
strikes a blow © his mentally stable image. If
he gets this blow, he menmuallyand physically,
if possible, ries © combat these strikes. If he
gas hit the next ime with a lesser blow, he
becomes susceptible combating it. If it is a
bigger one, his susce ptbility stretches a lirde
further. Darwin’s Prinaple of Evolution and
Adapration is applicabk in this context. He
stretches his susceptibility, imagination, and
actions to a greater level of adaptaton. Cu-
rently, the society & introduced with a new
extrerre and i a mater of time we will
gradually adapt and readjust us to it
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in the mame of corruption in our country. It
is interesting thar these comupts make a
mockery of the legishrure and they viraly
are immune © scrutiny. Time is not that far
off, when our polindans economically bank-
rupt a small o ; we will not make a big
deal ow of it because we are aeady adjusted
1o this compt environment. We have at
ready created menmwl images of pobuicians
and their ethics. Thus, next tme if they do
lesser harm we will praise them a5 heroes.
This is so calkd a mental thing.

We never imagined that a son would be
lalled in front of his own mother, while flee-
ing from those so-caled "yoddha" for the
political belief he followed. This showed us a
new extreme too, that how people turned
into evil for their politcal behefs and thirst.
This news of terror is part of our metabolism
and is not hard to digest. And our mind has
been chameleonic in this road to adaptarion.

{ Mr. Gautamis a youngIT professional . He keeps

that those who participated in unison against
Panchayat regime and marched towards de-
mocracy would point guns among them

We have witnessed a number of extremities

ken imoes in curent poital dffs o Nepal,
He is active Howstorngpali convrurity member. He
ks in Hasin)

A Proposal for Global Monuments and
Pilgrimages

- Hari Narayan Malla

The following is the application I had sent to UNESCO for financial
support for the construction of a demonstration park in Kathmandu
depicting the central world peace monument and the chain of four
monuments to be constructed on the four corners of the globe for the
peace 2nd tolerance of religions and religious harmony among man-
kind The proposal for global monuments and pilgrimages has also
been put in the Internet by the Peace Education Standing Commis-
sion (PESC) of World Conference on Religion and Peace (WCRP)
since January, 2001. It is now directly available at www.evrel.ewf.uni-
edangen de/pesc/PESC-TE-monuments.html

I am more encouraged to push the matter of the global monuments
00w after the tesrorst act on the twin towers of World Trade Center
in New York and Pentagon building in Washington. The attack is

equally of the nature of religious dispute too since Afghanistan has
declated a holy war 'Jehad’ on America.

I would hereby like to request you too, to use your influence in the
construction of the demonstration park in Kathmandu or the identifi-
cation or construction of the actual global monuments to spread this
ancient idea of ‘Char Dham' for global hatmony of all the religions of
mankind. This idea was originally declared by Buddha himseif as the
'Char Dham' of the Buddhists. Later Shankarcharya developed it
more in the form of the 'Char Dham' of the Hindus on the four cor-
ness of India. Now, I feel it is a high time we developed it in a global
xd in the new light of coordinating all the major religions of the

A. IDENTIFICATION

Title of the project: World Peace Monument Scieatific Demonstration
Patk.

Submitted by: Wotld Peace Monument Organization

Address: P.O. Box 2149, Kathmandu, Nepal

Tel 358809, 245 837, email: hatimal@wlink.com.op
Field of the project: Education, science, culture, Communication

Scope: National, regional, sub regional, inter-regional
Presently national, with global prospects in future

Estimated time frame of the project: Two years including detail de-
sign, tendering, and construction.

Type of assistance: Financial, technical, equipment, and others.

Total cost of the project: USD 1,35,000.00 (one hundred and thirty
five thousznd)

Amount requested from UNESCO: USD 110,000.00 (One hundred
thousand)

Implementing ageacy: The Religion and Peace Academy Nepal
(RAPAN)

"The World Conference on Religion and Peace (WCRP)



B.PRESENTATION

1. Background and fustification: (project origin, project objectives, and project
backsps}

Recalling the constitition of the UNESCO which states that ‘since
wats begin in the minds of smen, it is in the minds of men that the
defenses of peace must be constructed” UNESCO has also made the
declaration on the culture of peace "to support activities in the con-
text of the United Nations International Year of Dialogue among
Civilizations in the year 2001"

Also recalling its resolution 52/15 procliming the year 2000 the
"International Year for the Culture of Peace’ and its resolution 53/25
proclaiming the period 2001-2010 as the Intemational Decade for 2
Culture of Peace and Non-Viclence for the Children of the Wodld',
the undersigned who is the founding member of WPMO, Kath-
mandu, has attempted to make a lasting contribution for a culture of
peace and tolerance in the field of cultural and philosophical creativ-
ity. The attempt has been to educate children and all mea of religions
to see the one harmonious goal of different religions in the most sci-
entific way, ever attempted tll this date.

It has been obsecved in many cases that world peace has been fre-
quently disturbed by the differences of religious views. Whether it is
in Chechnya or Yugoslavia, the Middle East or Kashmir and Indone-
sia, the background of hate and discord has been the differences of
faith. The founding members of these oxganizations are set on solving
this problem through the education of scientific harmony in the
teachings of the religions of mankind.

Our above work is also in line with the following commitments of
UNESCO on the philosophical education: “In the field of philosophy,
UNESCO had set itseif the task of making the vahies of its moral and
political philesophy accessible to all, but also, at the same time, foster-
ing the advancement of philosophical studies as such. " In the field of
philosophy, UNESCOQ must therefore set itself two aims:

to place adequate international instruments at the service of the ad-
vance of philosophical studies.

to place philosophy at the setvice of the international education of the
nations.

‘Thus, for the sake of educating the children of the twenty first centuty
in the UN decade of peace 2001 to 2010 and meintain peace among
the leaders of peace makers, the faithful people of the different relig-
ions, this concept of global monument has been developed. It is a
symbol of religious tolerance, harmony and the symbol of dialogue
among the religions. It is the contdbution to the UN Year of Dia-
logue among Civilizations 2001. It is the basis of the new scientific

concept of all religions.

This project is also directed for actuation of world peace through sci-
entific interpretation and search for the commeon spiritual and phi-
losophical ground of all the religious cultures existing today and even
in times to come. This philosophical integration is based equally upon
the scriptures of the east and the west. It is also based upon the sound
foundation of the modem day astronomical universe as interpreted by
science. Thus this monument patk is expected to be the wnique ilius-
tration of the causes of our life and our salvation in the new light of
science. It is the grand theory of the evolution of life to perfection in
its proper sequence. This sequence is the natural historical sequence
leading to eternal and timeless universe. It is the summanzed culmi-
pations of world cultures- the heritage of all mankind.

In the above setting a project is visualized to contdbute to peace
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through articulation and exposition of universal scientific
(astronomical) basis of religions and religious harmony. The projects
emanates from the common prnciple embodied in every faith. The
absence of integration of these has caused pains and disharmony,
thesefore, the project aims at generating integration through scientific
explanation. It also proposes the promotion of monuments on the
global as well as country wise basis.

The founder of the World Peace Monument Organization, Mr. Had
Narayan Malla, a member of RAPAN and an engineering degree
holder has studied and done research wotk in this field for over z dec-
ade to develop this grand idea of harmony and tolerance. The idea
started by the design of a world peace symbol for the purposes of
Astan Conference on Religion and Peace (ACRP) and World Confes-
ence on Religion and Peace (WCRP) in 1992, He has an engineering
background and experiences in project management and has held reli-
gious associations with varions religious people and frends. After
intense efforts and inbom religious and philosophical nature, he has
been instrumental and successful in developing this new scientific
{cosmological) idea for the common welfare.

This project is to be implemeated by the Religion and Peace Academy
Nepal (RAPAN) under the technical supervision of WPMO. RAPAN
is the Nepal chapter of WCRP. WCRP is a wotldwide organization
with the head office at the N Plaza in NEW York, USA. It holds
world conferences every 5 years for the world peace through inter-
religious dialogues, education and social services.

2. Long term objectives

The key objective of the project is to find the scientific astronomical
basis of the human mind and its salvation. To this goal to educate the
masses by demonstrating the common spiritual ground and the van-
ous paths leading to the salvation of mankind this project has been
developed. ‘To this end, the project aims at building of five momm-
ments on the global basis one at the center and others at the four cor-
ners of the earth. The above demonstration park in Kathmandu shall
serve as a model to explain the universal justification and explanation
of the following global monuments.

a) The first project is to be constructed at the center of the globe in
the Mediterranean Sea in Sicily near Catania and near Mt. Bma. This
pilgrimage shall be constructed by the joint effort of all religions for
the coordinated world peace. It shall convey idea of harmonizing and
tolerance of all the existing religions on earth. It shall house the cen-
tral monument named as the world peace symbol contamng the sym-
bols of all the religions.

b} Japan in the east, near Inubo Cape (Latitude: 36, Longitude: 141).
Here the pilgrimage dedicated to the Sun shall be built. The religious
group maialy involved will be the Christians supported by others and
the local native people of Japan. Peace is to be achieved by universal
love, which is the specialty of the gravitational effect of the sun to
the earth. Japan the land of the rising sun has been selected for this
Monument of Universal Love.

¢) At the cape near San Francisco in USA. This shall be the western
pilgimage dedicated to the zodiacs. The main religion to be involved
shall be the Buddhists, who the help of the national people and
other religions shall bwld the monument of the Zodiacs. This shall
represent the Buddha Land and paradise. Peace shall be got by the
knowledge of the Universal Peace of the world of stars, whick is the
Kingdom of Heaven. USA, the land of the spangling stars has been
selected for this purpose.

d) In the north near Nikel in Russia, This pilgrimage shall be dedi-



cated to the pole star representing our duty. The creator of the world
being tmmovably set in the Center of Heaven is best represented by
it. This shall also represent the global economic development through
moral work. This shall be built mainly by the Hindus and the Jews as
the leaders. The peace to be achieved is through fulfilment of moral
duties by all mankind. Russia, the land of selfless work who boldly
inrroduced socizlism on earth and also being the northern-most coun-
try near the pole star has been selected for this purpose.

€} At the Cape of Good Hope in South Africa. This pilgrimage shall

be constructed with the leadership of the people of the Mushim relig-

ion. The significance shall be the hope of salvation for all and the in-

tegration of the vatious paths of Duty, Love and Knowledge of the

Universal God. The cresceat of the Moslems is valued by 2ll religions
" as the symbol of peace and harmony.

3. Dumediale objectives

To this goal, 2 design of world peace monument and the scientific
universe or the kingdom of heaven has been designed, whose model
is to be firstly constructed in Kathmandu. This will be in the form of
a Park in Maharajganj, (Please refer to annex 1). The concept hereby
presented shall ultimately be carried out so thar five monuments are
constructed around the globe for the sake of religious harmony z2nd
coordination to resuit in the lasting peace and harmony of all relipions
and religious minded men and women on earth.

Location: The location for the demonstration model of the global
chain of pilgrimage has been proposed at the Sankha Park at Mahara-
jganj 1z Kathmandu, Nepal. This model shall serve as the model for
all nations to have one each in their home countries. The location of
the final monuments is to be placed globally at the four comets of the
globe and one central monument at the Mediterranean Sea. The pre-
sent pack shall depict the total model of the five monuments and their
interpretations as paths leading to the eternal universe. The location
of the Park model in Kathmandu is on the Ring Road on northeast
from the heart of Kathmandu City. The new park shall be built partly
within the walls of the present Sankha Park at Dhumbarahi. The old
patk was also depicted to represent the peace and the creativity on the
occasion of the 25the anniversary of the Panchayat System. The idea
of the Sankha in this old park is derived from the concept of the
Changu Narayan. Changu Narayan is the eastem monument out of
the 4 monuments of the Kathmandu Valley dedicated to Narayan, the
Sun God.

Basis of design: This design has been proposed to WCRP for the
purpose of global world peace by H. N. Malla. This proposal is avail-
able in their internet owned by the peace education project (PESC) at
www.evrclewfuni edangen.de/pesc/PESC-IE-monumentshunl. It
is based on the concept of universal scieatific basis of religions and
the basis of symbols currently used by the major wotld religions. The
central monument based on the Budddhist model of the stupa has
been found to be most comprehensive and scientific capable of hous-
ing the different symbols of other religtons at appropdate locations
within itself.

The scientific basis of this design is the present day concept of the
universe. Time considerations has been taken for such things as the
daily rotation of the earth, annual revolution of the earth and the
monthly wobble of the earth as the creator of the human mind and its
salvation. The zodiac stars surrounding our sun have been consideted
as the boundaries of the visible universe pertaining to the religious
theories of the Kingdom of Heaven.

Description of the park: The central monument housing the symbols

s

27

Ocioher 2001

of the world religions depicts the total human mind. This will be of
height of 18 meters, with the dome diameter of 12 meters. The dome
will also be fit for small planetarium projection. There shail be projec-
tions of the umiverse and the evolution of life or days of creation. On
the four sides of the central monument, we shall have various sup-
porting structures, which are as follows.

On the north, shall be the globe and the polestar mounted on the pole
to be viewed through a hole along the axis of the globe. The globe
shall also show the cut section of earth's internal parts like the core
and the outer core of the carth.

On the east, we have the dsing sun painted on the east side boundary
wall. We also have the mechanical device to demonstrate how the
earth goes round the sun in the serpentine path. The complete earth
orbit and the sun shall form the body or a petson in meditation.

On the south, we have a model of the moon going round the earth to
form the Shiva Lingam or like the Kabba in Meccea at the center of
the lunar orbit.

On the west, we have the Budddha painted on the wall with the stars
of the zodiacs surrounding him. We shall paine the sheer metal fence
with stars of the zodiacs. There shall also be 2 model of a large-scale
world map showing the positions of the global monuments for the

purpose of pilgrimages.
4. Target beneficiaries

The educational value of the different aspects of the mind and the
different paths to salvation demonstration on this model patk shall be
unptecedented in the history of mankind. All confusions in this field
shall be solved scientifically and backed up by the ancient scriptures
of various religions,

At the first glance, this peace monument, which is full of symbols of
the different religions, creates a feeling of unity and harmony of the
common spiritual ground of all religions. This mental image formed
indicates and implies the importance of tolerance that one has to
practice in our practical life when we encounter the people of differ-
ent religions.

This peace monument, gives a sobd foundation of the unity in diver-
sity to our concept of the different culmires. This is suitable to the
oceasion of the U. N. year of dislogue among civilizations. This
monument is also educative and as to where in the universe and the
human mind we can pin point and locate the particular sentiment em-
phasized by the various religious cultures. These impressions shall be
lasting in the minds of the children. It shall be one of the defenses we
can constrct in their mind, by creating the image of harmony of dif-
ferent religions in the UN decade of peace and non-violence among
the children of the world.

3. Implementation strategtes

The scientific model park in Kathmandu will be constructed with the
help of organizations like UNESCO and local donors. Kathmandu
Municipality has allocated the space of Sankha Park in Maharajgang.
A project office will be set up to oversee the construction. The con-
straction will be awarded to contractor/ contractors through tender
process. Upon completion, it will be wide open to the visitors and
maintenance will be entrusted to 2 committee. The technical support
on design and supervision will be provided by WPMO.
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6. Expected outcome of the project

A model park at Kathmandu to promote the construction of global
project as specified under the long-term objective.

Demonstrative effect of tolerance, world peace and harmony of relig-
ions to the visitors who will be provided with scientific explanation.

A new vision for children for the education on life and 1ts evolution
to herald the golden age of peace and harmony for the future genera-
tions.

7. Work plan

Design and estimate: 3 months

Tender call and award to contractor: 3 months
Construction period: 12 months

Post project supervision and maintenance: 6 months
Total period of project completion: 24 months.

8. Institutional framework
RAPAN (The Religion and Peace Academy Nepal), the Nepal chapter

of WCRP will be the principal agencies to execute the project. The
construction will be managed through a committee constituted by
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RAPAN with members from Kathmandu Metropolitan Office, repre-
sentatives from Nepal National Commission for UNESCO, WPMO,
and its own. The detail design and supervision will be taken by
WPMO. Land and public mobilization will be provided by the Kath-
mandu Metropolitan Office.

9. Measures undertaken to ensure the long-term continuance of project

The long-term global project has already been launched in the internet
by WCRP. The park will charge entry fee for the visitors and earn its
own maintenance budget. The project committee will strive to up-
hold the religious harmony through regular discourses and film shows
within the park auditorium under the dome of the main central monu-
ment. The unity of religious goals will be emphasized to the visitors
during these discourses.

10. Cost estimate

Total Cost: NRs 10,100,000.00 (One crore one lakh only)
US Dollars 135,000.00 (One hundred thirty five thousand only)

(Mr. Malla is a mechanical engineer turned philosopher who has extensively re-
searched the fundamenials of world peace through religions coordination over the
past decade.  He was the general manager of Gorakhkali Rubber Udyog from
1988 t0 1992)
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Nepzlese Association of Flouston
6776 Southwest Freewat, Suite 450
Houston, TX 77074

Dear Friend:

received this support.

8300.

Sincerely,
Robbie Blanton

Dircctor
Financial Development

Contribution: $400.00
Gilt Date: Q7252001

On behalf of the Greater Houston Area Chapter of the American Red Cross, we would
like to thank you for your generous gift to aid the Houston area flaod victims.

To date, the American Red Cross has helped more than 2¢.000 families by providing
them with meals, shelter, clothing, and medical assistance. Along with addressing
physical and Anancial needs, the Red Cross places high impornance on counsclhing
individuals affected emotionally by this grave disaster; more than 3 300 people have

Responding to Tropical Storm Allison has been both a logistical and linancial challenge.
This contribution allows the Red Cross to sustain its role as the community’s premicr
human service organization and keep the public’s trust when Help Can’t Wait.

I't yvou would like further information. please do not hesitate to call on us at 713/526-

No goods or services were received mn return for this generous gift.

Greater Houston Arca Chuapler
www. houstonredeross.org




TEXAS MEDICAL REHABILITATION AND PAIN CENTER

A MULTI-DISCIPLINARY TREATMENT TEAM SPECIALIZING IN THE
CARE OF INJURED INDIVIDUALS WITH REHABILITATIVE AND PAIN

MANAGEMENT

Anjali Jain, M.D., Medical Director
Diplomat American Academy of Pain Management
Fellow, American Academy of Disability Evaluation Physicians
Fellow, American Academy of Physical Medicine & Rehabilitation

Jaime Ganc, M.D. A. R. S. Prasad, M.D. M. L. Slaughter, D. C. Cesar Yevenes, L.P.T.

SPECIALIZING IN AND PROVIDING:

Complete medical and rehabliitation care Chiropractic care

Neurological work ups Functional Capacity Evaluations
Diagnostics Pre employment conditioning
Electromyography (EMG) Work Conditioning

Nerve conduction veloc!ty (NCV) Work Hardening

X-Rays Impairment Ratings

Physical Therapy Interventional Pain Management
Rehabilitation evaluations Acute / Chronic Pain Managemenf'

Our interdisciplinary team will:

* Provide the highest quality rehabilitative and preventive service
* Design individually tailored programs to meet the diverse needs of our patients.
* Assure that all individuals reach their highest functional level, thus enhancing

the overall quality of life.

** Qur bilingual staff is ready to assist you with all your therapeutic needs.

6776 Southwest Freeway, Ste. 400 8503 Gulf Freeway, Ste. F
Houston, Texas 77074 Houston, Texas 77017

For Referrals and more Information: (713) 272-8884 Fax: (713) 272-0898



President
Houston Provider Management Services, Inc.
DBA International Management Services, Inc.
Specializing in Medical Office Management, Marketing, Billing & Collections

CEO Investor & Financial Advisor

R Compass Orthopedic Tierra Real Estate & investment, Inc.
Technologies & Products, Inc. Residential & Commercial Properties
Specializing in Healing &

Pain Management Technology

President
Orthopedic Products & Accessories, Inc.
Medical Equipment Leasing & Sales

President
Himalayan Art& Craft

Import & Export Nepalese &
Tibetan Arts

President

Shiraz, Inc.

Newvada Corporation
Medical Investments

For any of the above services, please contact:
Mpr. Dinker G. Amatya

HEAD OFFICE
6776 Soutbwest Freeway, Suite 450
Houston, Texas 77074
Tel: 713-773-4348 Fax: 713-773-1948
Cell: 713-927-4396 Pager: 713-761-0423
E-Mail: Dinkeramatya@msn.com




Texas Pain & Stress Relief Center

6776 Southwest Freeway, Suite 650
Houston, Texas 77074

Board Certified Doctors

Chronic Pain Management
For Work Related Injuries,
Arthritis, Neurological & Orthopedic Disorders

call for an appointment

713-592-9011
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South Asian Chamber of Commerce EXPO 2001

NAH participation in

Congratulations to Mr. and Mrs. Mukunda Hari Gyawali for their new born twin Uttam and Udaya. )

Executive Members of NAH
President: Members:
Rajendra Shrestha, Ph.D. Mahiraj Aitwal
Vice President I: Iroj Ghimire
Binod Shrestha Arpana Dhungana
Vice President I1: Narayan Silwal
Bharat Shrestha Madhukar Amatya
Secretary: Mahesh K.C.
Dinker Amatya Baburam Kharel
Treasurer: Satish Neupane
Akhil Dhungana Indira Shrestha
Public Relation: Biggyan Sharma
Nirmal Shrestha Narayan Aryal
Assistant Secretary: Sanjaya Shrestha
Pradhumna B. Shrestha
Assistant Treasurer:

Sailesh Sigdyal

NEPALESE ASSOCIATION
OF HOU STON
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& AUTO SALES o
281-931-4848
if We Don’t Have It
we_’" Fi I‘Id it Fo

=7

We Buy Cars
& Trucks Running Or Not
We Sell Cars

CALL US!!!

ZS 1-931-4848

930'7 Alrllne Dr

WE DO ALL BODY AND MECHANICAL WORK ON ANY CARS.
WE WILL SAVE YOU MONEY ON YOUR DEDUCTIBLE
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bhanchhaghar Nepali Recipe
PALAK PANEER ’ Method:
ingpyas 1. Pressure cook paalak, tomao, onion and ginger with 1-cup

water for 2 minutes. Let the cooker cool, and then grind
the cooker's contert into a fine paste.

2. Frypareer in oil tll golden brown, drain and keep aside.

3. In the same oil, put Jeera, Tejpatta, garlic flhkes and green
chilly. When Jeera begins to splutter, add the paalak paste
and sak. Saute for a minue. Put besan and sur
continuously so that besan dssolves in paalak completely.

Add the garam masala powder.

| 4. Keep stimng on low flame till paalak thickens or ull you
reach the desired consistency of paalak.

5. Add the paneer cubes. Garnish with butter and grared
paneer. Serve hot .

Paalak ( spinach ) - 11b. ( chopped)
Paneer~ % Ib. (cut into cubes)
Onion - 1 medium (chopped)
Ginger - small piece (chopped)
Tomato - 1big size

Salt (according 1o taste)

Oil - 2tbsp

Tejpata- 2

Garlic flakes - 8 (chopped)
Green chilly - 1 (chopped)
Jeera (Cuminseeds) - 1/2 tsp.
Besan - 2tbsp

Garam masala powder

Graed paneer- 1 tbsp

Butter- 1 tbsp

- Sunita Bhattarai NewYork
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(3 EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES S
'8 '®!
'8 !
::: Great opportunity for highly motivated IT professionals for :0:
9] employment in Japan with highly competitive salary and benefits :::
y ¢
® . Pad
» Apply on line @ http://en.S cout-Japan.com :::
::: or visit http://www.skywebbiz.com/businessnp/employment r‘.:
3 0
).1 Pat
:.0: CONTACT MR. P. THAPA FOR DETAILS ::0:
' !
rat

:::Home for Sale: A decent, spacious, comfortable house in the diplomatic :’.:
,:‘ corridor of Bhainsepati, Kathmandu, Nepal is available :::
::: CONTACT: :::
05 Mr. P. Thapa O
»:« Managing Director &
o Business International Inc. Pvt. Ltd. 3
8 P.O. Box 754 S
»34 Kathmandu, Nepal p:q
() Tel: 977-1-545911 0
;:: Fax: 977-1-524102 1
,:‘ e-mail: pthapa.itc@info.com.np :::
/
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Savoy Wholesales

99 ¢ Items

Ceramic, Stainless Steel, Plastic and
General Merchandise

713-914-0566
FAX: 713-914-0599

9805 Harwin Dr.
Houston, TX 77036

Contact: Zaheer Momin

&
Andy Momin
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Nepal Vision

_ szde kollywood

Shek}nr Komzla hacl producecl many hit
movies Like Sathi and Ek Number ko Pakhe.
Again Shekhar Koirah has come with a new
movie Upakar. Upakar which goes beyond
the track of the formula film is indeed a fam
ily drama. It is a mixture of love and hate.
Form the very beginning to the end. It re-
volves around incdents that take place m
two affluent families. In which the old gen-
eration is always tiying to sow seeds of ha-
tred. Whik the younger genemtion that of
love.

Digambar (Tika Pahan) and Bishamber (Laya
Sangrauh) the two sons of a nch widowlive
separately. They run tow biscuit factores.
Due to Sidanta Ram (Deepak Chhewi) D
gamber’s partnes the wo families turn mwo
great enemies. Sidanta Ram the vilkin with-
out the knowledge of Digambar poisons
Bishamber killing him. Vijplaxmi (Laxmi
Gir) the mother suspects Digamger
The clash begns with Vijayalaxmi all out ©
seek revenge against Digamber. Bs hamber's
pregnant widow, who beleves that her
would-be-son will be the best weapon in
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venging her husband's death runs away from
home and gives birth © a son. But she dies
in the pocess. Coinadentally Digambar's
wife Ganga ( Mithila Sharma) who is living in
her mother's home following childbirth finds
Bishamber's child. Ganga looks after both
babies. Meanwhile, Digamber comes to her
and takes away Bishamber's son, believing
this is his son. Ganga is n a great dilemma.
She can not disclose the muth, for fear that
Digambar might kill one of the babies.

Tolerating all pams, she forces her own son
to live with the maids. The compulsion is
such that she cannot even send her own son
to school. Mithila has done her part so well
that when she weeps the audience cannot
hold back their tears.
In course of time, Kamal (Bishamber's son)
and Bshal grow up. Kamal and Usha and
Bishal and Nisha are in such deep love that
they cannot imagine a life beyond the pres-
ence of their beloved ones. But Digambar is
adamant that kamal should marry Nisha. A
tired Digambar once again visits Bishal and
asks for one final reward for his altruisuc
job: Usha and Kamal should separate. Poor
Bishalis n a fix, but paves the way for the

Profile

smooth marriage between Kamal and his
Nisha. A real crisis in true lowe! Unable o
bear this all, Bishal runs away form the mad-
dening crowd of the city.
Kamal is unaware of this all. Only at the time
of engagement does he come to know about
it with Nisha's effort both Digambar and
Sidanta Ram fai to establish a new relaton-
ship that of samdhi from mere business part-
ners. True love does not die. All four per
sons meet and Bishal returns. An angry Di-
gambar then goes to kill Bishal, thinking that
he is the main cause behind the failure of the
marriage meanwhie Viayalaxmi appears,
pointing a gun a Kamal's forehead. The
situation is such that if Bishal is shot, then
Vijayalaxmi will kill Kamal though he is her
own grandson. Ganga seeing this dsdoses
the facts that Bishal, not Kamal is her son.
Based on a story by Laxmi Sharma. Up-
kakaar makes an inerestng film. Director
Kishore Rama has worked hard © make
Upakaar meet the expectation of movie-
goers. The dmlogues are powerful as well as
satircal.

Sauace weangpalongugeom

- Niruta Singh
The song of the movie "Dakshina" Sapana Bhai Aak-
hama Aaune Ko Hoh, n which Niruta danced, sud-
denly, became the hit song of the year 2054 and knew
" as a nepali actress in the Nepali Film Industry. Her
dream to be a good actress became true which she
looking for in Nepali Film Industry.

had been
In "Rahar", she had played a titke role which was produced and d-
rected by Tulshi Ghimire but the move did not swceed. But the aud-
ence had admired her sentimental role in the movie "Rahar" and she

is renowned as a Sentimental Actress.
She came in another movie "Thultha" directed by Dayaram Dahal
and became the popubr actress. Then, she got the chance 1o play one

after another movie like "Dharma Pura”, "Sorha Berse Joban',
"Dodhar”, "Nata Ragatko" and knew as a no. one actress in Nepali
Film Industres

In "Nata Ragatko" she has presented her excelknce performance
which was directed by Bhagaban Shrestha. And the film was given her
a Motion Picture Award 2056 as the Best Actress.

She played in many other hit moves like "Mailee" in which she had
played small rok as a modem gid, "Dharpan Chhaya" It is belongs ©
her, in "Upakar" she has played with Shree K rishma and Rajesh Hamal
and etc.

There are lots of her upcoming movie which has left to see.

': Difice Sawe Hiss FM 100

Title Artist
5 . Soltini Nani Prakash Ojha
_
Top Ten Nepali Movies o (Anns ——
1. Malai Maaf Garideu 6. Mulkundo Ae Hoi Dr Pilot
N Rang Birangi Rock Yogis
2. Tl 7. Maues sk Nabin K Bhattarai
3. Khandan 8. Beimanee [Resham Nepathya
Sunko Bhau Kunti Moktan
4. Pinjada 9.Hero Sitalu Mathi Parbat Shrestha
: aski Maski Dordi
>Daag g ﬁuba;o Deepak Bajracharya

Top Ten Nepali Pop Songs
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Nepali Calendar (Bikram Sambat)
2058

Happy Bijaya Dashami and

Kartik 1/ October 17
Kartik 7/ October 23
Kartik 8/ October 24

Kartik 9/ October 25
Kartik 10/ October 26&

{ Tikea)

Kartik 13/ October 2%
Kartik 14/ October 30t
Kartik 19/ November 4:
Kartik 23 /November &:

Kartik 25 / Novernber 10:
Kartik 29 / November 14;

Ghawm sthapama
Plulpak
Mahaasani, kel

rami
Mahanayomi
Vif ava- D stuemi,
Dashai

Dverckes i

Triyodasii

UNESCO Day

Astund, Constit if
ion Day

Dastumi

Laxmi Puja, Ku

Marga 1 /Novenber 16: Kartik Sukls Parda,

Govarian Puja , Bha Tika

Day

Marga 5 /November 20: World Children Day
Marga 6/ November 21: Chad Parba, Holiduy in
Terai Marga 18/ Decemnber3: Day of Disabled
People Marga 25/ December 10: World Chil dren

Poush 10/ December 25: Christ mas Day Poush
14/ December 29: His Majesty's Birthday Poush

C AT F"/NII2IA R

27/ January 11: Chad Parbe, Prithivi Juyand




NEPALESE ASSOCIATION
OF HOUSTOM

+++++++++

ESTD. 2000
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Nepalese Association of Houston (NAH)
wishes you all a very happy Bijaya Dashami and
Deepawali



DELUNE DRY CLEANERS

1406 S. ELDRIDGE PARINAY
BOUSTON, TENAS 77077

ON STTE CLEANTNG
ALTERATION
&

SHOE REPAIR

BEST 2UALITY TN 70U

PROVE O 281-759-1800
ZHAX N0 281-759-1009
ST70RE #OURS
WONDAY 70 FRIDAY 7 AW T0 7 P
SHTUTDAY § AW 70 5P X
FYe€ o

WE PROVIDE HOME PICK UP AND DELTVERY SERNCE
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